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c.;.OVJJ;X\Nlv1.JDNT OF GU.!l.J\'1 
Offi·�co of the Gove:t'nor 

EX.ECtJTIVE OI\DTI;H, NO? 7-�57 

Vfl·lEHEAS, Section 1230�\ Goverrnn . .)nt Code of Guarn, in conjunction 

with .Section 12007, Government Code of Guam, authodzcs the Department of 

J\griculturc, subject to ti1e approval of the Director of .!\griculture, to forrn-

ulate regalc,tions pertaining to the methods of taking fish and the equiprncnt 

to be used therein; and 

-l:'l1-lEREl2J.B, the aforesaid Section 12007, Governn1ent Code of Guarn, 

p:t:ovides that such regulations shall be issued upon approval by the Governor 

and prornulgation by executive oJ:dcr� 

NOW, THEREFORE, by vh:tuc of the foregoing, the attached 

regulation entitled! 11Department of Agriculture Regulation No. '* Helating 

to J?ish Vleirs} Locati:::n1 of Fish Vleirs, and l:,)rocedure for Securing Fish 

Vfeir Pcnnits" arc hereby app1·oved and prorrmlgatcd by executive order, 

and shall be in force and effect f1·om 17,�()1 "" '""· ,  Dec"mb"'' IS. 1Cl�7 
--...... �·���---�-·-·�·-�·-.. -�·---· 

1%7. 

Dated at Agana, Guarn, this --'l"'Z.tlL___ clay of Deceruber, 1957" 

COUNTERSIGNED: 

��-�"'C�--<-
J,.f.}tl'{ c.. B o .. h> 
Secretary of Guam 

}) ;r ( 

(, r//;;, /? 'l_.... "- �'V L--· 
\ / . / . -----=---: 

I-\ICI-JJ\HD BJ.\Iti:�BT'T LO\V E 
Gov.ernor of Guam 



GOVERlmFNT OF GUJ!JI 
JJepartmen t of Agrieul ture 

Regulation No. 4. Relating to Fish Weirs, 
J.,ocation of i.<':i.sh Weirs, and l'rocedure for 
Secudng Fish Heir lPer.mits. 

Pursuant to the attthority vested in the Director 

of A£1riculture by Section 12007, Government Code of Guam, 

in conjunction 1d th Section 12309, Government Code of Guam, 

the fol101dng regulations relating to fish mdrs, location 

of fish weirs, and procedures for securing fish vreir permits, 

as fol'mulated by the Department of Agriculture, are hereby 

approved: 

provides: 

Section L Section 12308, Gove;:-nmcnt Code of Guam, 

"Section 12308, Fish Weirs. It shall be 

unla>Vful for any person to place or maintain 

a fish 1feir in the waters of Guam unless he holds 

a valid penni t from the Director. Such a permit 

shall be issued by the Director w·hen he has 

determined that such weir will be> located anrl 

constructed so as not to unjustly restrict the 

fishing of others nor result in the violation 

of provisions of this Jirticle and supporting 

regulations. A fee of one dollar ($1.00) per 

Heir shall be paid to the Department for such 

a permit which shall be valid for only one year 

from date of issuance. The owner shall remove 

such weir from the 1..-ater >vithin thirty (30) days 

after the expiration of the permit unless the , 

permit is otherwise reneHed. 



"It shall bo unlawful for an owner of 

a fish weir to leave such weir in the waters 

of Guam unattended for a period of fifteen 

(15) days." 

Section 2. Definition of Fish Weir. A fish weir 

is an apparatus for cat chin�! fish, consisting of a pocket 

or trap, with one or more nings or leaders or.lx>th, and 

remaining in a fixed location for more than twenty-four 

( 24) hou1�s. Any reference to "fish w·eir11 as used in this 

regulation includes any part or component thereof, including 

any pole, support, net, brush, wire, mesh, rope, or other 

item or materiaL 

Section 3. Limitations and Prohibitions. 

(a) J:Jo wing shall exceed one hundred and 

fifty (150) feet in length. }fo leader shall 

exceed hm hunclr·ed and fifty ( 250) :feet in 

length, 

(b) '£he mesh of the netting used in the 

construction of fish weirs shall be such as to 

permit the passage of objects measuring at 

least one inch in' diameter or one inch square. 

(c) No permit v,':ill be issued authorizing 

more than five (5} fish Tieirs for the area 

covered by such permit. 

(d) The area covered by a single permit 

shall be contiguous, but this shall not be 

construed to authorize installation of fish 

1.;-eirs anyT·<here 1d.thin such area if otherHise 

prohibited. 

(e) l�o person shall place, install, construct, 

maintain, or operate any fish weir, including any 

part or component of a fish.Tveir, except as 

authorized by a permit issued under this regulation. 
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section 4. Location of Pish Weirs, No fish 'l"i"eik' 

or any· part or componcn t thereof shall be located 'Vli thin 

one hundrell (100} feet of tho high Hater mark (shore line 

at high tide), one lmnclrcd and fifty (150) feet of any boat 

channel, six hundred (600} feet C)f a smmgc outlet opening, 

or hvo hundred ( 200) feet from the fish l·reir.' of another 

permittee, or outside the area covered by the_ permit. l'To 

permit Hill be issued for the location of a fish <voir at 

any other site determined by the Director of Agriculture, 

hereinafter referred to as the Direetor, to be contrary 

to the objectives of Title YJII, Government Code, or 

o.therwise detrimental to the best interests of the public. 

Section 5. Application for Permit. Ji.ny person 

desirous of obtaining a permit to place and operate one or 

more fish weirs in the waters of Guam shall submit a complete 

and signed application for the placement and operation thereof 

to the Director in a form prescribed by him. 'L'he application 

shall show (1) the name and adclress of. the applicant, (2) the 

area requested to be coverf.:d by the permit, and ( 3) the 

number of fish Heirs (pockets or traps} applied for. 

Section 6. Investigation. Upon receipt of 

a complete and signed application, the Direetor shall 

promptly cause an investigation of all aspects of the 

application to. be made. 

Section 7. Issuance of Permit: 'fra:1.sfer. When 

all the requirements set forth in these regulations have 

been met, and the application has been approved by the 

Director, he shall issue a pet'mit (in triplicate) in a form 

prescribed by him. The original copy shall be given to the 

permittee, the duplicate copy shall be retained in the 

Department of Agri.culture1 and the triplicate copy shall be 

delivered to the Conuuissioner of the area in which the fish 
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1·mir is located. A fee of one dollar ($1.00} shall be paid 

for each fish ;wi.r (pocket or trap ) before the permit is 

issued, Stwh permit shall be valid for one year from the 

date of issuance unless othecHise revoked. No permit may 

be transferred except upon approval hy the Director. Upon 

approval Of transfer Of a pcrmi i: 9 the penni ttee shall N'l:'i te 

his signature, and the transferee shall write his signature 

and address, in the appropriate space provided upon the 

permit. The Director shall then affix his signature of 

approval. 

Section 8. Installation and Operation of Fish 

Weirs • .  At least one fish weir must be constructed and 

placed in operation Hithin sixty (60) days from the date 

of issuance of the permit, and within sixty (60) da;y-s 

after any subsequent removal or destruction during the 

term of the permit, No o;mer of a fisll ''reir shall leave 

a fish v!eir in the Hater unattended for a period of 

fifteen ( :i.5) d<cy·s oc more. 

Section 9. Removal of B'ish vreirs. 'l'he mmer 

of a fish weir must remove such fish weir from the Nater 

within thirty ( 30) days from i:he date of expit·ation of 

his permit unless such permit is renewed. 

Section 10. Revocation of Permit. The Director 

may revolce a permit for any violation of this regulation 

upon a hearing held for such purpose, notice of Hhich has 

been given the permittee ten (10) days in advance. The 

notice of hearing shall state the violations charged, and 

the date, time and place of the hearing. Any order of 

revocation entered pursuant to such hearing, shall be 

effective thirty ( 30) days after notice of the order of 

revocation to the permittee by which time he shall surrender 

his permit to the Director and remove his fish weir from the 

w-ater. 
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Section lL Fishing or Disturbanee Near Fish 1ieir. 

It shall be unla1rful for an;)r person not authorized by the 

owner of a fish Heir to fish or cause any distuebance within 

one huncLred (100) feet of any part or component of such fish 

weir" 

Section 12. Penalty. Violations of these regulations 

are punishable 1.mclcr the provisions of Section 12310 s Title XIII, 

Government Code of Guam, providing: 

"Section 12310. Penalty. Any person 

violating an;<r provision of this Article and 

supporting regulations shall be guilty of 

a misdemeanor,· and upon conviction thereof, 

shaH be punished by a fine of not less than 

twenty-five dollars ($25,00) nor more than 

two h undred dollars ( $200.00) , or by imprison,. 

ment for not less than fifteen (15) days nor 

more than ninety (90) days, or by both such 

fine 

a violation of Se,�tions 12303 and 12304 shall 

be punished by a fine of not less than fifty 

dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred 

dollars ( $500.00} or by impriso nment for not 

more than sixty ( 60) days or· by both such 

fine and imprisonment." 

Date� SEP 1 6 1957 
----·--


