
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Via Hand Delivery 

and E-mail to: speaker@guamlegislature.org 
 

May 23, 2023 

 

HONORABLE THERESE M. TERLAJE  

Speaker 

I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

37th Guam Legislature 

Guam Congress Building 

163 Chalan Santo Papa 

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

 

RE: EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2023-03 

 

 
Hafa Adai Madame Speaker: 
 
Pursuant to Public Law 34-16, transmitted herewith is the following Executive Order: 

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2023-03: RELATIVE TO MANDATORY EVACUATION OF 

LOW-LYING COASTAL AREAS OF GUAM IN ANTICIPATION OF TYPHOON 

MAWAR 

 

 

Thank you.  

 

Senseremente,  

 

 

 

LESLIE A. TRAVIS 

Legal Counsel 

 

Enclosure: Executive Order No. 2023-03 

 
cc via email: Maga’hågan Guåhan 

Sigundo Maga’låhen Guåhan 
Hon. Robert J. Torres, Jr., Chief Justice of Guam 
Compiler of Law 
Central Files 
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ISLAND OF GUAM 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

HAGATNA.GUAM 96932 
U.S.A. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2023-03 

RELATIVE TO MANDATORY EVACUATION OF LOW-LYING COASTAL AREAS 
OF GUAM IN ANTICIPATION OF TYPHOON MAWAR 

WHEREAS, on May 21, 2023, I issued Executive Order No. 2023-02 in anticipation of the 
approach of Tropical Storm Mawar; and 

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2023, Tropical Storm Mawar was upgraded to a typhoon. As of the time 
of this writing, it is anticipated that Typhoon Mawar will be a high Category 3 typhoon, with 
sustained winds of 125mph. Typhoon Mawar is further intensifying, with the possibility of 
advancing to a Category 4 typhoon or a supertyphoon. Further, Guam is in the direct path of 
Typhoon Mawar and it is anticipated our island will be directly hit or a very near-miss. Typhoon 
Mawar represents the closest impact of any typhoon of this magnitude on our island in over twenty 
(20) years; and 

WHEREAS, Typhoon Mawar poses a substantial risk of catastrophic damage to our island and 
devastating harm to our people. Notwithstanding the emergency declaration in Executive Order 
No. 2023-02, it is critical that we take more significant action now to ensure the protection of our 
people and to save lives; and 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that low-lying coastal villages, particularly those in the south of 
Guam, will be severely impacted, due to the high potential for storm surges, high water levels, 
dangerous surf, mudslides, and flooding; and 

WHEREAS, the earliest anticipated time of arrival of tropical storm force conditions is on 
Tuesday, May 23, 2023 in the early evening; and 

WHEREAS, the storm surge has the potential to flood coastal regions of the our island as Typhoon 
Mawar makes it initial approach. It is therefore necessary for individuals to evacuate the low lying 
areas prior to the arrival of Typhoon Mawar; and 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that we immediately evacuate affected areas, and get our people to 
safety. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO, I Maga'hagan Guahan, 
Governor of Guam, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Organic Act of Guam as 
amended, do hereby order: 

1. EVACUATION OF LOW LYING, FLOOD-PRONE AND COASTAL 
AREAS. All residents in low lying, flood-prone and coastal areas, especially in the 
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ISLAND OF GUAM 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

HAGATNA, GUAM 96932 
U.S.A. 

5. Documentation of Expenses. All departments and agencies are instructed
to keep appropriate documentation on all emergency expenses incurred
pursuant to this Executive Order for inspection by the Executive and
Legislative Branches and by the Public Auditor of Guam, and in
anticipation of federal disaster assistance approval by the President of the
United States to be administered by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

SIGNED AND PROMULGATED at Hagatfia, Guam, this 21st day of May, 2023. 

Attested by: 

Sigundo Maga '/ahen Guahan 
Lt. Governor of Guam 

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO 
Maga 'hagan Guahan 
Governor of Guam 
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Attested by: 

~,~ 
JOSHUA F. TENORIO 
Sigundo Maga 'la.hen Gudhan 
Lt. Governor of Guam 
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